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SECOND-CLASS  OCEAN  OPERATOR 

AGENCY:  Coast  Guard.  DOT. 
ACTION:  Proposed  rule. 

SUMMARY:  The  Coast  Guard  is  pro¬ 
posing  to  issue  regulations  governing 
second-class  ocean  operators.  The 
small  passenger  vessel  industry  has  ex¬ 
perienced  a  shortage  of  ocean  opera¬ 
tors.  These  regulations  would  provide 
that  a  person  licensed  as  an  operator 
of  mechanically  propelled  vessels  on 
waters  other  than  ocean  or  coastwise 
may  operate  small  inspected  passenger 
vessels  on  ocean  routes  if  a  fully  quali¬ 
fied  ocean  operator  is  on  board  to  su¬ 
pervise  and  assist  as  necessary. 

DATES:  Comments  must  be  received 
on  or  before:  May  8,  1978. 

ADDRESSES:  Comments  should  be 
submitted  to  Commandant  (G-CMC/ 
81).  (CGD  77-176),  U.S.  Coast  Guard. 
Washington,  DC.  20590.  Comments 
will  be  available  for  examination  at 
the  Marine  Safety  Council  (G-CMC/ 
81),  Room  8117,  Department  of  Trans¬ 
portation,  Nassif  Building,  400  Sev¬ 
enth  Street  SW.,  Washington,  DC. 
20590. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

Captain  George  K.  Greiner,  Marine 
Safety  Council  (G-CMC/81),  Room 
8117,  Department  of  Transportation, 
Nassif  Building,  400  Seventh  Street 
SW.,  Washington,  DC.  20590,  202- 
426-1477. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
Interested  persons  are  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  this  rulemaking  by  submit¬ 
ting  written  views,  data,  or  arguments. 
Each  person  submitting  a  comment 
should  include  his  name  and  address, 
identify  this  notice  (CGD  77-176)  and 
the  specific  section  of  the  proposal  to 
which  his  comment  applies,  and  give 
the  reason  for  his  comment.  All  com¬ 
ments  received  before  the  expiration 
of  the  comment  period  will  be  consid¬ 
ered  before  final  action  is  taken  on 
this  proposal.  No  public  hearing  is 
planned  but  one  may  be  held  at  a  time 
and  place  to  be  set  in  a  later  notice  in 
the  Federal  Register  if  requested  in 
writing  by  an  interested  person  raising 
a  genuine  issue  and  desiring  to  com¬ 
ment  orally  at  a  public  hearing. 


Drafting  Information 

The  principal  persons  involved  in 
drafting  this  proposal  are:  Command¬ 
er  Keith  Pensom,  Project  Manager. 
Office  of  Merchant  Marine  Safety, 
and  Lieutenant  Edward  J.  Gill,  Jr., 
Project  Attorney,  Office  of  the  Chief 
Counsel. 

Discussion  of  the  Proposed 
Regulations 

A  shortage  of  ocean  operators  has 
existed  over  the  past  several  years. 
The  present  small  passenger  regula¬ 
tions  provide  for  only  one  license  for 
service  on  ocean  routes  primarily  be¬ 
cause  when  the  regulations  were  devel¬ 
oped,  the  need  for  more  than  one 
ocean  operator  for  each  vessel,  in  most 
cases,  did  not  exist.  Today,  small  pas¬ 
senger  vessels  operate  on  longer  voy- 


PART  186— MANNING 

2.  By  adding  a  new  §  186.05-l(e)  to 
read  as  follows: 

§  186.05-1  Manning  requirements. 

*  *  *  •  * 

(e)  The  holder  of  a  license  as  opera¬ 
tor  of  mechanically  propelled  vessels 
on  waters  other  than  ocean  or  coast¬ 
wise  which  is  endorsed  as  second-class 
ocean  operator  may  serve  as  one  of 
the  required  ocean  operators  when 
more  than  one  ocean  operator  is  re¬ 
quired  if  a  holder  of  an  ocean  operator 
license  is  on  board  the  vessel. 

3.  By  adding  a  new  §  186.10-l(b-I)  to 
read  as  follows: 

§  186.10-1  Licenses  required 


5.  In  §  187.25-5,  by  deleting  the  word 
“or”  after  the  text  in  paragraphs 
(a)(1)  and  (a)(2),  by  adding  the  word 
“or”  after  the  text  in  paragraph  (a)(3). 


ages,  thereby  requiring  at  least  two  li¬ 
censed  individuals  to  be  on  board.  It  is 
felt  that  on  vessels  required  to  have 
two  ocean  operators  on  board,  one  of 
the  operators  may  be  an  individual 
with  lesser  qualifications  than  a  fully 
licensed  ocean  operator  with  no  ad¬ 
verse  impact  on  vessel,  crew,  or  passen¬ 
ger  safety. 

In  consideration  of  the  foregoing,  it 
is  proposed  that  Parts  157,  186,  and 
187  of  Title  46  of  the  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations  be  amended  as  follows: 

PART  157— MANNING 
REQUIREMENTS 

§  157.30-30  [Amended] 

1.  In  Table  157.30-30(d)  by  adding 
the  following  immediately  after  the 
first  item  in  each  column: 


(b-1)  A  license  as  operator  of  me¬ 
chanically  propelled  vessels  on  waters 
other  than  ocean  or  coastwise  which  is 
endorsed  as  second-class  ocean  opera¬ 
tor  authorizes  the  holder  to  operate, 
within  the  tonnage  restriction  of  the 
endorsement,  mechanically  propelled 
ocean  vessels  on  any  route  if  a  holder 
of  a  license  as  ocean  operator  of  me¬ 
chanically  propelled  ocean  vessels  is 
on  board  the  vessel. 


4.  In  Table  186.10-l(d)  by  adding  the 
following  immediately  after  the  first 
item  in  each  column: 


§  187.25-5  Service  requirements,  mechani¬ 
cally  propelled  vessels. 

(a)  *  *  * 


Type  licensed 

Route  described  on 
license . 

Capacity  and  routes  permitted 

Operator  endorsed  as  second-class  ocean 
operator. 

Not  applicable  ...v . 

.  Can  serve  as  one  of  the  required 
ocean  operators  on  vessels  requiring 
more  them  one  ocean  operator,  if  a 
holder  of  an  ocean  operator  license 
Is  on  board  the  vessel.  May  operate 
on  any  route. 

Type  license  held 

Route  described  on 
license 

Capacity  and  routes  permitted 

Operator  endorsed  as  second-class  ocean 
operator. 

Not  applicable . 

..  Can  serve  as  one  of  the  required 
ocean  operators  on  vessels  requiring 
more  than  one  ocean  operator,  if  a 
holder  of  an  ocean  operator  license 
is  on  board  the  vessel.  May  operate 
on  any  route. 

PART  187— LICENSING 

and  by  adding  a  new  §  187.25-5(a)(4)  to 
read  as  follows: 

FEDERAL  REGISTER,  VOL  43,  NO.  57— THURSDAY,  MARCH  23,  1978 


PROPOSED  RULES 


(4)  One  year’s  service  as  second-class 
ocean  operator  on  board  mechanically 
propelled  ocean  vessels. 

•  *  *  *  • 

6.  By  adding  a  new  §  187.25-30  to 
read  as  follows: 

§  187.25-30  Examination  for  endorsement 
as  second-class  ocean  operator. 

(a)  The  holder  of  a  license  as  opera¬ 
tor  of  mechanically  propelled  vessels 
on  waters  other  than  oceans  or  coast¬ 
wise  applying  for  an  endorsement  as 
second-class  ocean  operator  must  suc¬ 
cessfully  complete  an  examination  on 
the  International  Rules  of  the  Road. 

(b)  An  applicant  for  an  original  li¬ 
cense  as  operator  of  mechanically  pro¬ 
pelled  vessels  on  waters  other  than 
ocean  or  coastwise  endorsed  as  second- 
class  ocean  operator  must  successfully 
complete  the  examination  in  §  187.20- 
10  of  this  Part  and  an  examination  on 
the  International  Rules  of  the  Road. 

(R.S.  4463,  as  amended  (46  U.S.C.  222);  Sec. 
3,  70  Stat.  152  (46  U.S.C.  390b);  Pub.  L.  92- 
75.  sec.  12(e),  85  Stat.  217  (46  U.S.C.  1461(e'); 
Sec.  6(b)(1),  80  Stat.  937  (49  U.S.C. 

1655(b)(1)):  49  CFR  1.46(b)). 

Note.— The  Coast  Guard  has  determined 
that  this  document  does  not  contain  a 
major  proposal  requiring  preparation  of  an 
Economic  Impact  Statement  under  Execu¬ 
tive  Order  11821,  as  amended,  and  OMB  Cir¬ 
cular  A-107. 

Dated:  March  13,  1978. 

O.  W.  Siler, 

Admiral,  U.S.  Coast  Guard 
Commandant. 

[FR  Doc.  78-7347  Filed  2-22-78;  8:45  am] 


FEDERAL  REGISTER,  VOL.  43,  NO.  57— THURSDAY,  MARCH  23,  1978 


